                             FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

               THE CBC RADIO STUDENT JOURNALISM AWARDS
1. Why does CBC Radio offer these awards?

CBC Radio wants to encourage journalism and radio students to see the CBC as a place they might like to work.  The awards offer students a chance to introduce themselves to many of the editors and producers who might hire them in the future. And of course it gives the CBC a chance to hear the next generation of BC Journalists.

2. What are the categories?

Mowatt Award:  Radio Documentary (3-30 minutes)

Alexis Mazurin Award:  Best Radio Program Idea (1 page)

3.
Can I enter more than once?    Yes.

4.
Does it matter if my story never made it to air?   No.

5. What if I worked on my story as part of a team?  

We have, in the past, given awards to a team of students who have worked on one story. 

The Mazurin Award will only be given to a single student.

6. How concerned will judges be with the technical aspects of recording?

It is easier for us to ‘hear’ your story if there aren’t too many technical difficulties:  i.e. muddy tape.  However, judges are asked to listen for the story and not to pay too much attention to the technical challenges.  We know students work with a real range of equipment and don’t want to penalize people who may not have access to the latest technology.

7. How should I submit my entry?

Submit your entries online…including a completed entry form.  Audio for the Mowatt Award should be submitted as MP3. Format:  128 Kbps/44.1 or 48 KHz.  And the pitch for the Mazurin award should be submitted as a Word document.
8. Who judges the awards?

Every award that gets sent to us will be read and listened to by at least two CBC Producers.

After we narrow the field, panels made up of reporters, producers and editors listen to the finalists before choosing a winner.

9. What will the judges be listening for?

· Originality of story ideas.

· Creative approach to story-telling

· Broadcast voice

· Clear and precise writing

· Strong journalism and critical thinking.

10. What happens if my entry wins?

Winner of the Mowatt award for Best Documentary will be awarded a $500.00 cash prize. Runner up will be awarded a $300.00 cash prize. 

The winner of the Alexis Mazurin award for best Radio Program Idea will receive $500.00  plus a two week unpaid internship with Radio 3.

